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tected for the most part by the ground. Only the
right wing, where the Italian Luchesi was in com-
mand, was defended in front and flank by hills and
woods and marshes. These made it practically im-
possible for the Prussians to attack at any point
between Nippern and the highroad, and if they fell
upon the centre Luchesi might advance through
the wood and take them in flank.

Prince Charles, who knew something of Freder-
ick's methods, would have done well to strengthen
his left. But on the day of Leuthen, Fortune
seemed resolved to favour the side which trusted
most to her help. By design or by accident, Fred-
erick's movements were such as to convince Luchesi
that the Prussians were about to hurl all their
strength upon him. While the King reconnoitred,
the heads of his columns remained pointing in the
direction of their line of march and thus seemed to
threaten the Austrian right. In each of the great
battles of this year, at Prague, at Kolin, and in a
sense also at Rossbach, it was the right wing of the
allies upon which the Prussians fell. Now when he
saw Frederick diligently inspecting his own quarter
of the field Luchesi insisted on being reinforced.
His clamour prevailed and, at the moment when
Frederick began the movement towards Leuthen and
Sagschiitz, Daun was galloping with cavalry from
the centre and left towards Nippern, the point most
distant from the danger.

The Prussian army this day surpassed itself in
the swift precision of its movements. No sooner
was the King's plan formed than Maurice and Zieten